Call to Action: Save Navvy Jack House
The future of Navvy Jack House was added to the West Vancouver Council
agenda for Monday, October 5, 2020, on the afternoon of Thursday, October 1,
equivalent to four days public notice.
The staff report to council is recommending demolition and site commemoration.
This notice is the only way to inform the community of this late addition to the
council agenda. Please circulate widely and inform West Vancouver Mayor and
Council of your views.
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The Case for the Restoration and Preservation of Navvy Jack House
Background
The Case for the Restoration and Preservation of Navvy Jack House was
prepared by the Navvy Jack House Citizen Group, under the umbrella of West
Vancouver Historical Society, established to prevent the demolition of Navvy
Jack House, a decision made at a closed meeting of council in June 2020.
The house is significant as the oldest building in West Vancouver, as a rare
survivor of its time, and for the stories it carries. Recent research indicating the
house was built in 1872 means it will be 150 years old two years from now.
Vision and Inspiration
The Navvy Jack House Citizen Group worked to provide viable, adaptable,
sustainable options, with a blend of public and commercial use, to create a
future for the house for the use and benefit of the community.
The heritage and historical value of Navvy Jack House, thanks to the five
families it housed over the years and their contributions to the community, was
always front and centre. Its site on the Ambleside waterfront is the ideal location
to represent our community history.
One member of the NJH Citizen Group said it best:
“Our heritage resides in this building; the stories it holds need to be told.”
DWV Staff Report to Council
The staff report to council supports West Vancouver's position that the house is
derelict and that the community does not wish to financially support its
restoration and repurposing for the use and benefit of the community. The
Navvy Jack House Citizen Group, many of which are technical experts, found
the original structure of first growth North Shore timber is as solid and robust as
it was when the house was constructed almost 150 years ago.
A note about special provincial heritage funding that would underwrite some of
the restoration costs was delivered to West Vancouver on September 21.
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The date of the staff report to council, September 22, suggests that neither
district staff or Mayor and Council would not be aware of this significant funding
opportunity. The caveat is that the funding window runs from October 1 to 29.
Timing
Consideration of the future of Navvy Jack House was added to the agenda on
the afternoon of Thursday, October 1, for the Council meeting on Monday,
October 5.
The posting on the district website is the only public notice of this change to
the council agenda. The timing leaves a window of three days for the
community to express its support of a future for Navvy Jack House.
Support can be in writing, via email or by telephone to West Vancouver Mayor
and Council.
The public can also register to speak (virtually) on behalf of Navvy Jack House
at the council meeting on October 5th. Each speaker will have three minutes to
express their views.
THOSE THREE MINUTES COULD BE ENOUGH!
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